Ideas for home business

People often ask what can I do and how do I start a home business. Well I have been looking around and talking to people who do run their own home businesses and this is what others are doing and what you can also do. 

1. Window cleaning service: There is a lady in Jeffreys Bay that runs a window cleaning service and she is doing very well. The demand for window cleaning services, are quite high, especially in dusty, windy and seaside areas. What makes this lady’s business so successful is that she gives a personalized, professional and yet friendly service.

2. Fax and print service: Another lady in Aston Bay provides a fax and print service from home. This is great for those that don’t want to drive to town just to send a fax. She has a sign board outside her home advertising her service. Instead of just letting her computer, printer and fax machine stand idle collecting dust she puts it to use to offer people a service (with a smile) and earn an income. She also does arts and crafts which are on display for people to buy when they make use of her facilities. 

3. Handy-Ladies: I met some ladies a few years ago that do a handy – man service, they do painting, sanding, hang shelves etc. What makes them unique and successful is that they are woman doing a “mans job”. People feel more trusting to have these ladies come into their homes to do renovations because they are woman. They are successful because unlike so many “builders” they offer an extra service where they clean up afterwards and they do the work themselves.

4. Accounting service: My sister-in-law does accounting from home. She does very well indeed. She travels out to her clients and does accounting for small home businesses to large companies. The funny thing is, is that she doesn’t even advertise her clients are all by word of mouth. 

5. Pastel training: There is another lady who just does Pastel training, people come to her home and she trains them in Pastel. She also goes to businesses and gives the staff in-house training. This lady has a waiting list of clients and she is really doing remarkably well as this is her sole income. 

6. Computer literacy training: This is what I do. I train people how to use a computer and how to use Microsoft Office programs. My biggest clients are elderly people because I train them in the comfort of their own home on their own computer. I also teach them how to use Skype and Facebook. Why I do so well is because I offer a service to help people at an affordable price and I have a lot of patience and understanding towards the elderly. 
7. Make clothes: This can range from costumes, kids clothes to wedding dresses or evening gowns.
8. Meals at home service: There are many people who would pay a fortune to get a home cooked meal delivered to their doorstep every day. Or you could charge a monthly fee and have your clients pick up their meals daily on the way home from work, or create a pick up point where customers can pick up their meals. 
9. Delivery service: You could offer a service for a fee to do peoples shopping for them or collect a take-away and deliver it to their door.
10. House cleaning service: You could offer a service to holiday makers or letting agents, to clean the houses for a fee.
11. Cleaning service – post building: If you could offer a cleaning service that cleans properties and homes, offices etc. after building renovations have been done you could have a booming business. Hand out your business cards to all the builders, plumbers, electricians, cabinet makers and handymen in your area to give to their clients for post renovation clean ups. Make sure you are equipped with materials to clean paint cement etc. 
12. Garden Service: There are enough people cutting lawns, but one could offer a weeding, planting and trimming service. 
13. Play Center: This is not a daycare centre it is merely a play centre where children can play under safe supervision. This would require toys and equipment though. 
14. Dog Groomer: Some people who offer this service from home offer a pick up and drop off service. 
15. Massage Therapist: There are many qualified people in this field that operate their business from home. 
16. Manicurist: There are many qualified people in this field that operate their business from home.
17. Language tutor / teacher: If you are fluent in a language you could teach others to speak the language. 
18. Translator: If you are an expert in more that one language you could offer a translation service. 
19. Web-designer: There are a few people who are qualified in web-design working from home and providing professional web assistance. 
20. Virtual assistant: If you have good typing and secretarial skills you can offer these skills online or even locally in your area. 
21. Tutoring: If you are good at any school subject you could probably offer a tutoring service. 
22. Cell phone user service: Many cell phones sold today do not come with an instruction manual as to how to use the phone. You could offer a service teaching the elderly how to use their cell phones. 
23. The muffin man: There was an elderly man who used to come to our office every Friday selling giant muffins of every flavor that you could think of, and he did really well, he told me that he sold 300 muffins a day @ R12 each by just going to all the Attorney firms with his basket full of muffins.  
24. The sandwich lady: This lady made a fortune off of us secretaries selling sandwiches and home baked goodies, she used to go around to all the businesses at 10am every morning with her tray of goodies. What was nice is that her food was tasty and so convenient. 
25. Gutter cleaning: I wish I could find some one to pay to clean the leaves and plants blocking up my gutters on the roof. 
26. Surfing lessons: The local Jeffreys Bay primary school has offered this as an in school sport. In the sea side holiday towns there are always people looking for surfing lessons. One could even offer this as an after school sport activity. I personally would not allow my son to go surfing in the sea by himself, and as a working mom I don’t have the time to take him myself, but if there was an adult who took a group of kids surfing and there is adequate adult supervision then I would definitely pay for that kind of a service.   
27. Sports coaching: Are you particularly good and knowledgeable about a specific sport – why not offer a private coaching service. 
28. Fitness coaching/motivator: I hate going on diet or exercising I always feel so alone, but if I had some one to motivate me on a daily basis I wouldn’t keep slipping off the track, I have paid someone before to motivate me to stay on track with my diet and exercise plan and it made it so much easier.  
29. Baby sitting: There are so many single moms out there who desperately need a reliable babysitter. You could offer a babysitting service. 
30. After care: To find someone who will take care of your 8 year old and assist them with home work is almost impossible. As a working mother I don’t have the time to do homework with my child, and most full time moms must try and get a tired cranky child to do home work after 7pm at night!!!! This does not work. Why not start an aftercare specializing in older kids, you will provide a safe environment for the children and assist with home work and ensure all home work is done before the child goes home. 
31. After School activities facilitator:  Most children are unable to do after school sports and activities because there is no transport offered for the child. One could start a service transporting children to swimming classes, ballet classes, remedial etc. Just be sure to get a PDP license which you can obtain from any driving testing centre. 
